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South  Promenade  from  the  Pier. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


1896. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Conncil  of  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea. 


Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  present  to  you  my  Seventh 
Annual  Report  of  the  Health  and  Mortality  of  the  District, 
which  is,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  tables,  as  satisfac¬ 
tory  as  in  any  of  the  years  preceding  it.  I  have  also  made  a 
short  survey,  and  given  a  few  suggestions  on  the  Sanitary 
work  ot  the  past  year  and  included  at  the  end  of  my  report  a 
table  and  a  few  remarks  on  our  local  meteorology. 

The  population,  which  has  very  considerably 
increased  during  the  year,  I  have  calculated  from  the  number 
of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district.  .  This  has  been  found  to 
be  768,  and  reckoning  5^^  persons  to  each  house,  which  is  as 
nearly  as  possible  the  average  existing  at  the  last  census,  we 
find  the  population  to  be  4,224. 

The  deaths  number  37,  of  which  30  were  amongst 
the  resident  population,  and  7  visitors  to  St.  Annes. 
Deducting  these  latter,  we  obtain  a  death  rate  amongst  the 
former  of  7'i  per  1,000.  The  births  for  the  same  period  are 
87  in  number,  50  being  males  and  37  females,  and  giving 
rate  of  2C>'6  per  1,000, 
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The  rate  of  mortality  is  therefore  as  shown  in  the 

it  has  ever  been  for  the  past  seven 


following  table,  lower  than 
years,  and  the  average  rate 
per  1 ,000. 


Population. 


In  1890 

u\ 

0 

0 

„  1891 

2,588 

„  1892 

3,200 

„  1893 

3,450 

„  1894 

3>7oo 

.,  1895 

3,840 

„  1896 

4,224 

for  that  period  is  only  9‘i 


Death  Rate. 

Birth  Rate. 

7*2 

i8-8 

12*0 

i6’o 

8-4 

i7'6 

8-1 

i9‘o 

I  ro 

18-9 

9-9 

20’0 

7*1 

20*6 

The  Deaths  and  Births  per  montlr  for  the  year  are 


as  follows  :  - 

January  ... 

February 

March  ... 

April 

May 

June 

July  r- 
August  ... 
September 
October  ... 
November 
December 


Deaths.  Births. 


The  causes  of  death  were 

From  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  ... 

viz.  Apoplexy  . 

Paralysis  .  •• 

Convulsions . 

From  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

viz.  Heart  Disease  .  •* 

Syncope  ...  . 
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t'rom  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

viz.  Phthisis  Pulmonalis .  i 

.  Pneumonia  .  5 

Asphyxia  .  i 

From  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System . 

viz.  Obstruction  of  the  Bowels...  i 

Typhlitis  .  i 

Hipatitis  .  i 

From  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System . 

viz.  Bright’s  Disease .  4 

From  Constitutional  Diseases . 

VIZ.  ancer...  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

Sarcoma  .  i 

Simile  Decay  .  2 

Marasmus  .  i 

Prematurity .  i 

From  Child  Birth  . 

From  Infectious  Disease  . 

viz.  Influenza  .  i 

Deaths  not  due  to  Disease  . . 

viz.  Drowning .  i 

The  Ages  at  which  Death  occurred  are 
Under  12  months . 


I  year  and  under  5  years 

3 

5  years 

n 

1 5 

...  2 

15  „ 

25 

...  I 

25  V 

V 

60 

...  13 

60  years 

and 

over . 

...  15 

I 

I 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 


The  District,  as  the  following  table  of  reported  cases 
shows,  has  enjoyed  a  most  remarkable  freedom  from 
infectious  <iiseases,  especially  those  mentioned  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act.  No  deaths  have  taken 
place  from  among  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  as 
recognised  bv  the  Local  Government  Board,  namely.  Small 
Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 


fever  and  Diarrhcea,  a  most  satisfactory  state  of  things  when 
compared  with  the  rate  of  the  whole  country,  which  is 

usually  about  2-5  per  1,000. 


Month 

January  ... 

February  ... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September... 

October 

November ... 

December  ... 

Totals 


Puerperal 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Typhoid.  Erysipelas.  Fever. 


.  I  . 


1 

2 


All  the  above  cases  reported  were  treated  at  home 
with  the  exception  of  one  of  Puerperal  Fever,  which  before  the 
disease  was  diagnosed  as '  such,  was  sent  to  the  Lytham 
Cottage  Hospital,  and  eventually  died  there.  Disinfection 
was,  in  all  cases  where  necessary,  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  every  effort  was 
made  by  myself,  or  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to 


ascertain  the  cause. 


The  notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  not 
being  compulsory,  it  is  impossible  to  say  to  what  extent  they 
prevailed,  but  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  district  has  been 
exceptionally  free  throughout  the  year.  I  would  certainly 
recommend  that  notification  be  made  compulsory,  in  order 
that  the  number  of  cases  being  known,  precautions  to 
prevent  these  diseases  from  spreading  could  be  taken. 

Influenza,  fortunately  of  a  mild  type,  but  attended 
with  one  death,  visited  the  District  during  the  Spring  and 
again  in  the  Autumn,  its  occurrences  being  influenced  by 

cold  and  damp. 
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The  erection  of  an  Infectious  Hospital  to  be  joined 
at  by  St.  Annes,  Lytham,  Fleetwood,  Kirkham,  and  the 
Fylde  Rural  District  is  still  under  consideration  by  the 
representatives  of  these  Districts  and  the  County  Council, 
and  will,  I  trust,  soon  be  a  reality.  A  Hospital  of  this  kind, 
and  also  the  disinfecting  apparatus  which  would  at  the  same 
time  be  provided,  is  greatly  needed  here,  isolation  being  at 
the  present  time  often  impossible. 

SANITARY  WORK 

during  the  year  has  been  carried  out  under  1  he  supervision 
of  myself,  or  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  report  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
affixing  to  my  own. 

The  Inspection  of  Workshops,  Slaughterhouses, 
Bakehouses,  &c.,  has  been  continued  during  the  year,  and 
cleansing  and  other  improvements  suggested,  and  usually 
carried  out  without  the  supervention  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee. 

The  farms  have  also  from  time  to  time  been 
visited,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  same  sanitary  defects 
complained  of  in  my  last  annual  report  are  still  to  be  found. 
These  are  want  of  dairy  accommodation,  the  milk  being 
often  at  present  stored  in  the  pantry  or  some  room  in  the 
house.  Want  of  manure  tanks,  the  liquid  from  the  manure 
heaps  and  cowsheds  in  many  instances  being  allowed  to  flow 
into  the  open  dykes.  Overcrowding  of  the  cattle  is  another 
very  serious  complaint.  And  in  one  or  two  instances  a  bad 
water  supply  has  been  found.  The  Davies  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Act,  1895,  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council,  and 
I  trust  the  valuable  provisions  of  the  Act  will  soon  be  put  in 
force  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of.  Milk  is  of  such 
vast  importance  to  the  health  of  the  District,  especially  the 
■  infantile  portion  of  it,  and  on  the  other  hand  is  so  liable  to 
become  tainted,  or  even  infected  if  overcrowding  of  cattle  or 
insufficient  care  is  taken  in  storing,  that  every  endeavour 
should  be  made  to  get  these  defects  remedied. 
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The  slaughter-houses  have  been  visited,  but  I  am 
sorry  to  say  two  out  of  the  three  are  unsuitable  on  account 
either  of  their  position  or  structure  for  the  purposes  for  which 
they  are  used  ;  in  the  one  instance  being  loosely  built  of 
wood,  with  pervious  flooring,  and  no  proper  water  supply  , 
in  the  other,  in  too  crowded  a  locality,  and  requiring  better 

drainage. 

The  inspection  of  all  new  houses  and  granting  of 
certificates  of  fitness  of  habitation  has  been  continued  during 

the  year. 

The  sewers  throughout  the  District  have  during  the 
year  worked  effectually.  Relaying  of  them  in  some  of  the 
principal  streets  has  been  completed,  and  a  large  main 
carried  up  the  South  Drive  to  receive  the  sewage  of  that 
part  of  Fairhaven,  situated  in  the  St.  Annes  District.  The 
disposal  of  the  sewage  in  this  part  of  the  District  into  a  large 
cesspool  near  the  Promenade,  is  not  at  all  satisfactory,  and 
should  as  soon  as  possible  be  remedied  by  the  Fairhaven 
Estate  Company  laying  a  sewer  to  join  the  one  in  the  Drive. 
Arrangements  have,  I  am  glad  to  say,  been  at  last  made  with 
the  Clifton  Estate  for  the  laying  of  the  Sewer  along  Head- 
roomgate  Road,  which  will  drain  the  rapidly  increasing 
property  at  the  further  end  of  the  Ladies’  Golf  Links. 

The  important  question  of  the  purchase  of  the  Fylde 
Waterworks  Company,  the  main  water  supply  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  in  conjunction  with  Blackpool,  Fleetwood,  and 
Lytham,  has  during  the  year  received  a  large  amount  of 
attention ,  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  after  the  question  had 
been  fought  out  publicly  and  a  poll  taken,  a  strong  feeling 
was  shown  in  favour  of  acquiring  it.  From  a  sanitary  point 
of  view,  it  is  obviously  a  part  of  the  duty  of  an  Authority  to 
see  that  every  house  in  the  District  has  a  pure  and  whole¬ 
some  supply  of  water  within  a  reasonable  distance,  and  great 
difficulty  and  much  time  and  money  have  been  spent  in  the 
past  in  trying  to  make  the  Company  properly  filter  their 
water  and  supply  it  at  a  moderate  price. 

Another  important  matter  I  am  glad  the  Council 
and  public  have  decided  upon  is  the  purchase  of  the  Gas 


supply  of  the  district.  Although  not  affecting  the  health  to 
the  same  extent  as  the  water  supply,  a  good  and  cheap  illu- 
minant  is  a  great  boon  to  any  place,  and  by  acquiring  the 
above  the  constant  complaint  of  the  quality,  and  especially 
the  price  of  the  gas,  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  time  be 
removed.  It  is  also,  I  am  sure,  owing  to  the  enormous 
charge  of  3/9  per  1000  for  public  lighting,  that  such  strict 
economy  is  displayed  in  the  lighting  of  our  streets,  which  has 
caused  general  grumbling,  and  is  no  doubt  detrimental  to 
the  place. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  have  again  to  report  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  way  in  which  the  scavenging  of  the  District  is  at 
present  carried  on  and  likely  to  be  conducted  under  the 
present  plan  of  letting  that  most  important  part  of  sanitary 
administration  out  by  contract.  During  the  past  year 
complaints,  both  written  and  verbal,  have  poured  in  from  all 
sides,  the  contents  of  the  ash-pits  being  allowed  to  accumu¬ 
late  often  for  four  or  five  months,  and  then  only  removed 
after  repeated  applications.  The  position  of  the  tips  being  at 
present  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  scavenger,  most  unsuit¬ 
able  places  have  sometimes  been  used  for  the  purpose,  which 
may  become  a  serious  nuisance  and  danger  to  health.  There 
is  no  doubt  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  will  shortly  become  a 
difficult  problem,  and  I  think  the  purchase  of  the  Gas 
Works  may  help  the  difficulty  by  affording  a  suitable  place 
*  and  materials  for  working  a  destructor. 

Many  privy  middens  are  still  to  be  found  in  the 
District,  and  are  a  decided  nuisance,  and  possible  danger  to 
health,  causing,  as  they  often  do,  in  hot  weather,  diarrhoea, 
sickness,  and  sore  throat,  and,  in  the  event  of  typhoid  break¬ 
ing  out,  greatly  increasing  the  danger  of  spreading  it.  An 
endeavour  was  made  during  the  year  to  get  them  altered  by 
calling  the  attention  of  the  owners  to  the  nuisance  and  risk, 
but  without  much  success.  I  think  this  is  a  matter  of  such 
importance  that  the  Council  would  do  well,  in  order  to  get 
the  desired  alterations,  to  undertake  the  work  themselves, 
and  bear  a  part  of  the  expense.  I  would  also  ask  the  Build¬ 
ing  Committee,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  emptying  of  the 
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ash-pits,  that  they  enforce  more  strictly  the  byelaws  with 
regard  to  the  size  and  shape,  and  compel,  when  possible,  the 
making  of  back  streets  to  all  houses. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the 
condition  of  the  roads  which,  after  being  put  in  order  by  the 
owners,  were  taken  over  by  the  Council.  Church  Road,  St. 
Andrew’s  Road  South,  and  St.  Annes  Road,  three  of  our 
main  thoroughfares,  are  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  state,  but 
will,  I  hope,  soon  receive  the  attention  they  require. 

There  is  still  a  great  want  of  a  Mortuary  in  St. 
Annes,  and  I  shall  be  glad  when  the  Council  see  their  way 
to  erecting  one. 

The  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea  Improvement  Bill  is,  I 
am  happy  to  say.  bearing  good  fruit  in  the  changes  which 
are  at  present  taking  place  on  the  South  Promenade,  which 
will  eventually  alter  it  from  an  unsightly  and  barren  waste 
to  a  beautiful  esplanade,  and  which  will  provide  a  much  , 
desired  convenience  for  visitors. 

METEOROLOGY. 

Observations  taken  daily  at  I2  a.m.,  have  been 
continued  during  ttie  year  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Carmont,  Assistant 
Clerk,  a  synopsis  of  which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the 
report. 

Comparing  these  figures  with  those  of  the  preceding 
three  years  we  have  :  — 


YEAR. 

Mean  Maximum. 

Mean  Minimum. 

Mean  Daily  Range. 

i  Humidity. 

Rainfall. 

No.  of  Days  on  which  Rain 
fell  over  *01. 

No.  of  Hours  of  Bright 
Sunshine. 

Daily  Average. 

Ozone. 

No.  of  Days  of 
Westerly  Winds. 

Average  Daily  Velocity. 

No.  of  Bright  Days. 

1893 

57’i8 

42-97 

14*21 

78-08 

IQ.OQ 

1833*6 

5*03 

3-5 

183 

299 

244 

1894 

57'i6 

37*31 

20*  12 

76  81 

17*00 

163 

'543*6 

4*13 

4-1 

i8o 

198 

242 

1895 

57-20 

37-00 

20*20 

8700 

16*19 

94 

2267-0 

6*12 

3'5 

265 

2C9 

245 

1896 

57‘i7 

38-25 

19-49 

79-80 

19-03 

113 

1962-5 

5*38 

3*5 

249 

297 

£40 

Totals. 

228-71 

155*53 

74*02 

321*69 

7i’3i 

370 

7608-7 

20*66 

14*6 

877 

1053 

971 

Averages. 

57  18 

38-88 

18-50 

80*42 

17*82 

123 

1902-1 

5'i6 

3*6 

219 

263 

243 
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From  the  above,  it  will  be  observed  that  St.  Annes- 
on-the-Sea  has  enjoyed  during  the  year  the  large  number  of 
1962J  hours  of  Bright  Sunshine,  giving  a  daily  average  of  5^ 
hours,  that  we  have  had  240  Bright  Days,  and  249  days  in 
which  the  Prevailing  Winds  were  from  the  Sea.  The  Rainfall 
I9‘03  is  again  exceptionally  small,  and  the  Atmospheric 
humidity  low. 

The  Maximum  Shade  Temperature  was  unusually 
high  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  and  August,  the 
highest  record  being  87°/^,  on  the  i6th  June.  No  very  cold 
weather  has  been  experienced,  the  coldest  month  being 
March,  when  the  Mean  Minimum  Temperature  in  the  Shade 
was  28*5  The  lowest  Temperature  during  the  year  was 
2o°/q  on  the  ist  January,  whilst  the  greatest  Rainfall  in  the 
24  hours,  1*23  inches,  occurred  on  July  8th. 

The  study  of  Climatology  is  every  year  becoming 
more  general,  and  is  especially  useful  and  valuable 
to  doctors  and  patients  in  the  choice  of  health 
resorts.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Council  may 
see  their  way  to  better  equip  their  observatory  with 
a  good  Barometer,  a  Maximum  Sun  Thermometer,  and 
Ground  and  Sea  Thermometers.  I  think,  also,  the  money 
would  be  well  spent  if  a  suitable  erection  was  made  on  the 
South  Promenade  for  the  instruments. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FREDERICK  BOOTH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March -6th,  1897. 


NUISANCE  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

The  past  year  has,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  been  very 
free  from  complaints.  There  have  been  during  the  past 


year  : — 

Drains  on  back  premises  found  full,  opened  and 

cleansed .  I2 

Dead  animals  and  fish  found  on  sea  shore  and 

buried  .  27 

No.  of  ashpits  cleared .  1446 

Certificates  for  houses  being  fit  for  habitation...  44 


and  a  number  where  slight  alterations  are  required,  for 
which  application  was  made,  will  come  in  the  current  year 

In  the  District  there  are  : — 

768  Houses  inhabited. 

33  Lock-up  Shops  and  Offices  occupied. 

7  Houses  unoccupied,  although  I  understand  these  are  let. 
49  in  course  of  erection. 


During  the  past  year 
Council,  embracing  :  — 

93  Houses, 

8  Stables  and  Coach-houses, 

9  Alterations  and  Additions, 
I  Convalescent  Home, 

1  Club  House. 


43  plans  were  laid  before  the 

I  New  Hotel, 

I  School, 

1  Road  and  Bridge, 

2  Private  Drains, 


The  following  Private  Street  Works  have  been 
carried  out:  — 

St.  Alban’s  Road, 

St.  David’s  Road, 

Garden  Street, 

St.  Andrew’s  Road  North, 

Back  Nelson  Street, 

Back  St.  Annes  Road  West  (two  portions). 

Park  Road  ; 

and  the  usual  “Notices”  served  and  the  Contracts  let  for 
St.  Andrew’s  Road  South, 

Wood  Street, 

Orchard  Street, 

and  a  third  portion  of  Back  St.  Annes  Road  West. 


13 


The  Main  Drainage  System  has  been  extended,  and 
the  following  lengths  of  Hassall’s  Patent  Double-lined  Pipes 
laid,  in  addition  to  Private  Street  Works  : — • 

iioo  lineal  feet  i8  inch  pipes 
3040  n  12  „ 

with  the  usual  Manholes,  Inspection  Chambers,  &c.,  and  4 
large  flushing  tanks,  each  to  flush  a  different  system. 

“  Fairhaven  ”  has  been  developed  to  a  large  extent, 
and  the  whole  of  the  houses  completed  being  tenanted,  29  in 
number  (including  the  Lighthouse  Cottages).  The  Main 
Sewer  has  been  carried  out  to  the  District  and  the  Estate 
Sewers  are  now  being  pushed  on  as  rapidly  as  possible  so  as 
to  0^0  away  with  cesspools. 

The  Tramway  (Blackpool,  St.  Annes  and  Lytham 
Tramway  Co.)  has  been  completed,  and  the  length  from  St. 
Annes  to  the  North  Pier,  Blackpool,  opened.  The  portion 
from  St.  Annes  to  Lytham  will  be  opened  during  the 
coming  season.  The  motive  power  used  being  the  Gas 
Motor  Cars,  the  first  of  this  system  in  England. 

During  the  year  the  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea  Improve¬ 
ment  Bill  has  come  into  operation.  Under  the  Bill  the 
work  of  laying  out  the  Esplanade  is  being  carried  out.  The 
Promenade  has  been  cleared  of  blown  sand  (prior  to  the 
Bill  coming  into  force  216  loads  of  sand  had  been  carted  off 
the  road  alone),  the  sand  being  wheeled  on  to  the  Foreshore 
and  planted  with  starr  grass. 

During  the  year  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
made  an  Order  by  which  the  ‘‘Foreshore’’  was  added  to 
the  District,  there  being  now  :  — 

Land  portion .  3212  stat.  acres. 

Foreshore  .  4816  „ 


Total  area .  8028 


With  respect  to  the  state  of  the  Water  Supply  at  the 
various  farms,  the  Slaughter  Houses,  and  Zymotic  Diseases, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  reported  fully — but  I  may 
add  that  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  serve  any  notices  for 
nuisances,  as  the  owners  and  inhabitants  are  anxious  to 
avoid  complaints  of  this  nature. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  HODGKINSON,  A.M.LC.E.,  C.M.E., 

Surveyor  and  Inspector, 
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(B)  TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of 
St.  Annes-on-the-Sea,  Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Number  of  such  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in  the 
several  Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 
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